
                      
 
 

MULTINATIONAL E-LEARNING COURSE FOR EUROPEAN LAWYERS ON  

ADMISSIBILITY CRITERIA IN APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED TO  

THE EUROPEAN COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

ORGANISED BY 

THE EUROPEAN PROGRAMME FOR HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION FOR LEGAL 

PROFESSIONALS (THE HELP PROGRAMME) - COUNCIL OF EUROPE 

IN CO-OPERATION WITH  

THE COUNCIL OF BARS AND LAW SOCIETIES OF EUROPE (CCBE) 

 

In the course we will be looking at the requirements governing the admissibility of applications 

to the European Court of Human Rights ('the Court') under the European Convention on Human 

Rights ('the Convention'). As most applications fail at the admissibility stage (including ones that 

involve real human rights problems), our aim for this course is to help lawyers who are preparing 

applications to the Court to understand all the different requirements involved in getting beyond 

this stage. We thus hope that this course and the supporting material will not only save you as 

lawyers the time which you could otherwise lose in preparing applications that are inevitably 

going to be found inadmissible by the Court but also help you to secure due consideration by it 

of well-founded allegations that particular human rights have been violated. 

 

The course does not assume any detailed knowledge of the Convention and the case law of the 

Court but it is hoped that specific elements of it could be helpful for you even if you have 

already submitted applications to the Court. 

 

This course is comprised of ten sessions dealing with the following topics concerned with the 

various aspects of admissibility: 

 

- An overview of the Convention and other relevant guarantees and mechanisms (Session 

1); 

- The admissibility procedure of the Court (Session 1) 

- Ensuring that applications are not anonymous, incompatible with the Convention, 

substantially the same as ones previously submitted to the Court or other international 

fora or an abuse of the right of individual application (Session 2); 

- Ensuring that applications comply with the requirement to exhaust domestic remedies 

and the six month deadline, as well as the requirement that they do not involve any 

significant disadvantage for the applicants concerned (Session 3); 

- Ensuring that applications are not ones that will be regarded as manifestly ill-founded 

(Sessions 4-9); 



                      
 

- The circumstances in which applications can be struck out (Session 10); and 

- Completing an Application Form (Session 10). 

 

You should study the material in the first session before looking at that for sessions 

concerned with the various grounds of inadmissibility. After that session, there is no 

particular order in which you need to look at the ones dealing with the grounds of admissibility 

as the division of material between them reflects just an attempt to balance the workload rather 

than any crucial organisational logic. However, you should take the session on striking out 

applications and completing an application form last. 

 

In each session we outline the key points relating the particular aspects of admissibility under 

consideration, together with some illustrative extracts from the case law of the Court. It is not 

possible to cover every conceivable problem of admissibility but this material, together with all 

the web links to which there is a direction to read or view certain material and the further reading 

(both of which you should treat this as part of the study required for the session concerned), 

should help you acquire a good appreciation of the approach required to deal with the 

admissibility hurdle. 

 

At the end of each session there is a short multiple-choice test which you should take and 

pass before proceeding to the next session. This test is designed to establish whether or not the 

key points covered have been satisfactorily understood. 

 

In Sessions 2-9 you should attempt the case study showing the application of the relevant 

admissibility requirements in a practical context before attempting the test. 

 

In addition, for all sessions there is a list of further readings that are an integral part of the study 

required for the session, as well as a guide to some additional resources (including summaries of 

relevant cases) that might be found helpful. 


